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burners, cooking pots, jugs, and money-boxes have been available for purchase 
at shops, markets, or churches at least since 1986. Their thin walls fire to a pale 
red or orange color, unlike the darker handmade shapes. The uniform walls and 
smooth texture display concentric circles. Pot overall dimensions, morphological 
features, and lack of incised decorations mark them as wheel-thrown copies of 
traditional handmade originals. 
 

  
Fig 5. Incense burners handmade in Agios Demetrios prior to the year 2000. Views from 

above, side, top and underneath the base. Drawn by the author. 
 

 Incense burners. Clay, glass, or metal incense burners are found in many 
Cypriot households. In former times people would burn olive leaves, charcoal 
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and sometimes incense. Moslems used them to ward off the evil eye.17 Greek 
Orthodox Christians would make the sign of the cross with the burning incense 
burner in order to bless people at home or when a funeral procession walked 
past the house. They are also placed at cemetery gravesites and in churches to 
this day. Handmade examples from Agios Demetrios, Kaminaria, Fini, and 
Kornos were morphologically and stylistically unique and different from the 
wheel-thrown versions (Figs. 5 6). 

 

 
 

Fig. 6. Incense burners from Fini (1 and 2), Kornos (3–7), Kaminaria, (8) and wheel-
thrown versions (8–9). Drawn by the author. 

 Many, but not all, handmade incense burners have incised ‘crosses’ and/or a 
snake-like pattern on their handle.18 The round or rectangular air vents might not 
always penetrate the walls fully. Handmade examples often have decorated rims, 
handles, or bases.  
 Wheel-thrown incense burners are found in private households, cemeteries, 
and churches. Handle placement (upper body or below), air vents (present or 
not), and pedestal shape (plain or not), vary according to the workshop 
producing the wheel-made examples. They lack decorations and symbolic 
markings. Air vents and incised marks, which can be considered as functional or 

                                                           
17 Many thanks to Musafa Izil for providing this information in October, 2015.  
18 Five of 13 examples (Fig. 5) made before 2000 in Agios Demetrios have incised 
crosses and another two had incised snake-like patterns on the handle.  
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symbolic essentials for incense burners, are nonetheless absent from the wheel-
made clay copies.  
 Cookware. There are wheel-thrown copies of two shallow and one deep 
cooking pot. Local handmade casseroles (ttavades) lack a lid or handles. Wheel-
thrown versions are made in multiple locations and supply local restaurants.19  
 A second type of casserole (tsouka), with a lid and two ribbon handles, is a 
copy of a wheel-thrown glazed pot (tsoukali) originally imported to Cyprus from 
the Aegean islands.20 
 The disruption of imports during World War II led local potters to fill the 
gap with handmade and wheel-thrown copies. The ribbon handles, flat base, and 
casserole lid were atypical for the Cypriot repertoire. An interior glaze found on 
some wheel-thrown local copies was replicated on the imported tsoukes. The 
handmade deep cooking pots (kourelli or koumnoudi tou kleftico), have a lid 
(stoupoma), two loop handles, and decorated shoulders. Potters who work with 
electric wheels make copies that resemble handmade originals in shape only. 
They might have a faint wavy incised and or no decoration. The base can be 
flatter than the round-bottomed traditional form. The lightweight thin walls 
contrast with the heavier handmade originals.  
 Jugs. Wheel-thrown copies of traditional jugs lack the typical flat or ring 
base of plain or glazed jugs. There are morphological, stylistic, and textural 
differences between handmade and wheel-thrown incense burners, cookware, 
and jugs, which are becoming increasingly expensive and uncommon. Fewer 
women make them each year. On one occasion I met a young Cypriot living 
abroad who came to Kornos village looking for a particular type of handmade 
cooking pot. He had not been able to find it in the city. He wanted his Australian 
wife to replicate the taste of his mother’s cooking, which he insisted started with 
a handmade clay pot. He left without the pot. 
 
Perpetuation of Traditional Handmade Pottery Forms as Wheel-thrown 
Copies 
 
The resilience of handmade Cypriot pottery into the 21st century is a reality.  
 Few people today can discriminate between handmade versus wheel-made 
pottery given their similar shapes. The pale colored impervious copies made of 
tan, yellow, and white clays, by male potters have a wider distribution via 
markets, shops, and churches, than the handmade wares of rural women potters. 
The copies lack the signature decorative patterns but their walls are thin and 
smooth. Customers almost prefer the even smooth walls to the thicker, heavy 
                                                           
19 Wheel-thrown cooking pots currently are made at the Zizia Pottery Factory in Jordan, 
southwest of Amman (Sideroff, 2015, 101), but were not recorded in 1987 or 1989 
(Londn/Sinclair, 1991). The factory has expanded over the years and produces a variety 
of small tourist wares, jars, and cookware. The latter are used in restaurants.  
20 Ionas, 2000, 226, 251.  
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handmade pots with their superficial imperfections. Wheel-thrown incense 
burners might lack air holes and incised patterns embodying religious meaning, 
but they are sold in churches and shops. 
 Handmade or wheel-thrown clay incense burners are used for their original 
purpose. Jugs to cool and filter water have been replaced largely by refrigerators 
but still serve to cool water in village courtyards and kitchens. Metal cookware 
has replaced ceramic pots, except in restaurants or in Kornos village, where a 
few potters still produce handmade clay pots for cooking and food processing. If 
properly treated prior to use, they function as well as any metal or glass 
container while preserving a memory and taste of the past. 
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